village voice > theater > Exposed: Experiments in Love, Sex, Death, and Art: The Return of Annie Sprinkle by John Beer

X DRJAYSE

I

05/09/2007 04:11 PM

/ save 10% wiTH prROMO copE: A993M
(search) News NYC Life Music Film Arts People Classifieds About Us
UL
Daily \Voice « Theater classifieds | backpage.com | Post ads for free!
All Cit real estate 59,879 adult 2,968
U clyd . write a letter to the editor | email this story | email alerts | printer friendly version | ('_;
‘Use Condoms' Tagger . . employment 6,167 ersonals 1,154
Back! « Sightlines ploy s p ,
4:59 pm Dotty-Mouthed buy, sell, trade 2,964 musicians 2,360
Sightlines Post-porn performer Annie Sprinkle returns after eight years
All About the by John Beer
Ttone: May 8th, 2007 10:11 AM : Lo
Hamiltons: Soho Y voice e-mail sign up [more info]
Fdition « It's been almost 20 years since : : —
+4:29 pm Annie Sprinkle first demonstrated email zip code 90
Eat for Victory the performance potential of a # send me the weekly villagevoice.com newsletter
Chang to Sycophants: SBpeCkuLIL;m |nSPo_st|;|Pc?rn Modernist. W send me weekly freebies and special offers
V,ShUt Up and Eat" « ac en, _prm €S persona as a gsend me the daily "what to do in NYC" e-mail
34:00 pm sex-positive ingenue formed a o o ‘ e serform
compelling counterpart to Karen ¥ send me information onthe performing arts
Threadster X R . .
Kate Moss: Is it Over Finley's avenging fury, each in her
Vets « own way pushing back against the
B 3:05 pm sexual repression of the Reagan- 50% Off Show Tickets
- Bush era. Now that Sprinkle has Cheaper Tickets Than
Status Ain't Hood returned to the New York stage, Other Sites! Theater,
Barry Gibb Week on eight years after her last Shows, & Musical
American Idol: Not performance, what does she have to Tickets.
Particularly Great TV .« say about our current, and still www.TicketZoom.com
d3:00 pm deeply confused, sexual politics?
» more blogs L. . .
Not too much, at least explicitly. Christmas in New York
Exposed, part of Sprinkle's seven- A New York Tradition
Podcasts « year co_IIabo_ration with her palftner, Hav.e A Radio City
the artist Elizabeth Stephens, is a Christmas!
1 Voice Cover more conventionally autobiographical www.RadioCity.com
Spitzer Deals Pataki work than Sprinkle's earlier
gm”ﬁes an Inside performances. Of course,
traight conventional is relative; the Theater Rigaing
3 Michael Musto performance opens by inviting Exposed—Gertrude and Alice's Sonny and Cher Show |Buy Now at our On-Line
Which Arquette Has a audience members to bare their Max Ruby Store. Low Prices. Huge
Spanking New Vagina? - hreasts (several people rose to the . . Selection.
LD Beghtol Occasion) and later uses Expo_sed: Experiments in Lov_e, Se)_(, Death, and Art E-Rigging.com
- . By Elizabeth Stephens and Annie Sprinkle
Cabaretland With Uncle = transgendered assistant Morty Collective: Unconscious
Aldervan Diamond as a canvas for |IIustrat|_ng 279 Church Street Broadw. how
JVV Music the theory of chakra. But the basic 212-352-0255 Tickets
Arctic Monkeys, Girly structure of Exposed comes from Find a Variety of
Man, Daniel Johnston the major events of Sprinkle and LoveMusik Broadway Shows at
Sex Stephens' life together. They fall in BO|°k by A:red uhry, Music by Kurt Weill Orbitz. Your One-Stop
J . Biltmore Theatre
In Defense of Wankers | 1OVE, get marrled_, try to have a 261 West 47th Street Travel Shop!
baby, struggle with Sprinkle's breast 512-239-6200 www.ORBITZ.com
cancer. These triumphs and defeats
Gallery « are related in a series of loose, i Beacon Theatre
: ] be social Tickets
rambling monologues, with Stephens Beacon Theatre Tix at
often taking the lead. Sprinkle's @ .l Qo F Ea g*% Q.Y )
g ; = B CheapTix.com your
boundless geniality can sometimes online ticket broker
seem to conceal an inner reserve, )
m while Stephens, a less polished more theater  most popular | most emailed CheapTix.com
" 4
fofa performer, comes across as
Portrait o a incapable of insincerity. Early on, Ma-Yi Theater Defends the Hula Dance
bsyuagsz‘ ﬁ\:r:iﬁn they compare themselves to by Alexis Soloski advertise with us
» more galleries Gertrude Stein and Alice B. Toklas, Expressionist Vaudeville Meets Musical
as well as to Sonny and _Cher. Both sightlines by Andy Propst
comparisons are apt. Sprinkle and N K Shall Tnherit th N
NYC Guide « Stephens have at times a slightly 1h: ;Z: Shall Inherit the Earth. Or At Least '
dotty, self-absorbed air, and their oy Al : ek f_USTEOM I:OXCING DVSDtS:
TP y Alexis Soloski ive Events, Career Sets,
perfc_)rmancel has the_ hit-or-miss Trilogies, Rematch Sets
quality of a '70s variety show, but The Return of Annie Sprinkle Up for sale is a variety of
throughout it they remain Sightlines by John Beer ?ustom boxinngVD‘s (;Nhich
i i i eature region free coding,
consistently fascinating and |t Binnn Mabae 3 Winrbauk \idan: ~arm oa infaractiva maniic and
http://www.villagevoice.com/theater/0719,various,76562,11.html Page 1 of 3



village voice > theater > Exposed: Experiments in Love, Sex, Death, and Art: The Return of Annie Sprinkle by John Beer

Bland on the Run
by Robert Sietsema

e best of nyc
* eats

e drinks

* shopping

o film

* music

* events

e home

Promotions «

Offstage Voice

Join the Offstage Voice
Performing Arts Club
and enter to win a pair
of tickets to see Bodies
the Exhibition!

E-MOVES 8

ENTER TO WIN
TICKETS TO E-MOVES
8 (SEE PROGRAM I +
II)! 13 Choreographers
present Afro-House,
Hip-Hop, Flamenco,
Modern & More!

RoCA®

Enter for your chance
to win a gift basket
from RoC!

Grey Gardens
Enter to win Grey
Gardens orchestra
seats and dinner for
two!

Jazz In The
Summer

Enter for your chance
to win admission for
two to Dizzy's Club
Coca Cola,New York's
hottest jazz club. Plus
more!

Spring Cleaning for
Your Skin

Enter to win a Free
Chemical Peel courtesy
of Dormer Medical Spa.

TEKSERVE IPOD
VIDEO
SWEEPSTAKES
Enter To Win A 60GB
IPOD VIDEO

Lee Scratch Perry
Enter To Win Tickets
to see Lee Scratch
Perry.

The Police
Message In Box
Set Sweepstakes
Enter to win The Police
Box Set Message in A
Box - The Complete
Recordings

The Village Voice
Summer Guide
On Streets May 16!

Bodies The
Exhibition

VILLAGE VOICE
READERS SAVE $6 PER
TICKET ON BODIES. . .
THE EXHIBITION

http://www.villagevoice.com/theater/0719,various,76562,11.html

immensely likable.

Overt politics only comes up in the
context of Sprinkle and Stephens'
marriage—denied a license when
San Francisco mayor Gavin
Newsom's gay-marriage initiative
was shut down, they opted for their
own ceremony with Fluxus artist
Geoffrey Hendricks presiding. The
real political lessons of Exposed lie
deeper, in the loving solidarity, for
instance, that leads Stephens to
shave her own head during
Sprinkle's chemotherapy,
documented in a set of striking
photographs ("cancer erotica," they
half-jokingly call them). Sprinkle
and Stephens take dippy California
mysticism and dime-store audience-
participation tricks (Exquisite
Corpses?) and somehow transmute
them into hope. The world's a little
closer to utopia with them in it.
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